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A PUZZLE MAP 


To draw the countries on this map, start with the white circle 
number 1 and draw a line to white circle number 2, then to the next 
number. Draw the line from number to number of the white circles 
until you reach number 26. Now find number 1 of the white tri- 
angles. In the same way, draw your lines from number to number 
until you come to number 16 of the white triangles. Do the same 
with the black circles, the white squares, and the black triangles. 
Then you will have a map of two countries that Uncle Ben visited 
Write the names of the two countries on the map. 


——;, —— “ 2am 


Uncle Ben Arrives in Japan 


Dear Children, 

I landed in Yokohama (yo-ko-ha’-ma), Japan, early 
in the morning. It was bright and clear and we could 
see Fujiyama (foo-jee-ya’-ma), Japan’s sacred moun- 
tain, in the distance. It is perhaps the most beautiful 
mountain in the world because it stands alone. There 
are no other mountains near it. Its top is covered 
with snow all the year around. 

Tt was a beautiful sight as we came into the harbor. 
The water was crowded with boats from all nations. 
Hundreds of Japanese boats, called ‘‘sampans’’, were 
in the harbor. Many Japanese people live on these 
boats. 

Are You a Brave Fish? 

T was lucky to land in Japan on Boys’ Festival Day. 
On this day, all Japan honors its boys. Paper fish are 
put up on tall poles in their honor. The fish are carps, 
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Find Uncle Ben in this picture. Color his hat brown. Choose your 
own colors for the rest of the picture. 
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for in Japan the carp stands for bravery. It can fight 
its way up high waterfalls and is not easily discour- 
aged. Boys should be able to fight their way through 
life with courage and so the carp is put up in their 
honor. Paper fish floated from almost every house. 
Five years ago, a great earthquake and fire destroyed 
Yokohama. There was not a building left standing. 
Even today, only part of the city has been rebuilt. 


: On to Tokio 
After a few hours in the city, we took a train for 
Tokio (to’-ke-o), the largest city in Japan. I have 
never heard more noise than there was in the railroad 
station. ‘‘Clatter, clatter, clatter!’’? I could not 
imagine what the noise was! Soon I noticed that the 
Japanese were wearing wooden shoes. As they hur- 


ried to catch their trains, clatter, clatter, clatter, - 


sounded their wooden shoes. 

I shall never forget that train ride to Tokio. It took 
only about an hour. I was very sorry when it was 
over. There was so much to see that I felt as if I were 
at a circus. I did not know whether to look out the 
windows at the interesting towns or to watch my 
seatmates. 

When the Japanese get on a train, the first thing 
they do is to take off their shoes. They leave them on 
the floor. Then they get up on the seats and sit on 
their feet. 

Those who sat near me were never still a minute. 
When they were not changing their clothes, they were 
eating. At each station the train stopped and lunches 
were sold at the train windows. ‘Bento, bento” 
(meaning lunch), was called out at every station. 


What They Eat 


The lunches are put up in thin wooden boxes. The 
bottom is filled with rice, The top is filled with small 
fish, sea-weed (the Japanese eat sea-weed in place of 
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vegetables) and pickles. Small pots of tea are sold at 
the windows. When the pots are empty, they are left 
on the floor with the shoes. 

Near me sat a Japanese lady with three little chil- 
dren. She stuffed their mouths so full that I thought 
they would choke. Then she gave them a pot of strong 
tea to drink. 

T have decided to spend the month of June in Nikko 
(neek’-ko). That is the name of a famous resort in 
the mountains, 100 miles north of Tokio. It is called 
a double glory—a glory of nature and a glory of art. 
Mountains, river falls, and forests make it a glory of 
nature. Beautiful old temples make it a glory of art. 

I shall climb Fujiyama in July. There are only six 
weeks in the summer time that one can climb the 
mountain. At other times, the snow is too deep. One 
of my fondest dreams has been to climb this wonder- 
ful mountain. I shall tell you about it in other letters. 


Lots of love, 


Vache Bum 
Fun With Words 


There are at least two short words in each of the long words 
below. Find as many short words as you can and write them 
beside the longer words. See number 1. 
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2. distance Bee le en See 
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Draw a picture of an airplane coming to welcome the Graf 
Zeppelin. 


Uncle Ben Meets the Zeppelin 


(Uncle Ben wrote this letter soon after the Graf Zeppelin flew 
from Japan on its famous round-the-world trip. The Graf Zep- 
pelin, you know, was the first airship to fly around the world. It 
flew east from New Jersey and landed there again, just 21 days 
and 7 hours later. It had flown around the world and had 
stopped only in Germany, Japan, and California.) 


Dear Children, 


When I heard that the Graf Zeppelin was headed 
for Japan, I hurried to Tokio. I arrived there a day 
before she landed. 

Such excitement as there was in Tokio! Japanese 
poured into the city from everywhere. All the hotels 
were crowded. Hundreds of people slept in the parks 
and streets. 

Luckily, I was the guest of a captain of the Japa- 
nese Air Service. I enjoyed being in his Japanese 
home. He had two children, a boy eleven years old 
and a girl, nine. We became great friends. They 
taught me to eat with chopsticks. 

At noon, Aug. 19, 1929, the radio brought good 


6 


mnt 


news. It said that the Zeppelin was speeding along 
safely and should be in Tokio soon. 


The Landing 

We hurried out to the landing field. Everyone was 
ready to welcome the great airship. Tents were put 
up along the sides of the field. Tea, rice cakes, fruit, 
and nuts were heaped up on the stands. More than 
50,000 people were there to greet the flyers. I had 
never been among so many Japanese before. Japa- 
nese women were there, with their babies strapped to 
their backs. 

At 4:30, a message came, saying that the Zep was 
nearing Tokio. Ten minutes later we could see a 
speck in the sky, far away. It grew larger and larger 
until we saw that it was, indeed, the Graf Zeppelin. 

As the Zeppelin neared the field, men waved their 
hats and shouted, ‘‘Banzai’’. Women waved flags, 
and boys sent kites and balloons into the air. 

The airship circled over the field, but the wind was 
too strong for it to land. For an hour the ship circled 
over Tokio and Yokohama. At last, while a yellow 
moon rose in the sky, the silver ship was pulled safely 
to the ground. The crowds cheered as the 20 passen- 
gers (one a woman) left the Zeppelin. They were 
tired but happy after their long trip from Germany. 

They were quickly taken to a hotel. Upon arrival, 
a man said, ‘‘The first thing I want to do is to 
smoke.’? No smoking was allowed on the airship. 
Lady Drummond said, ‘‘The first thing I want is a 
bath.”? But Captain Eckener, the pilot, said, “AN I 


want is sleep.”’ 


Lots of love, 


Vrach Ban 


“Find the Word” Game 


In each blank, write the correct word from the following list of 
words: 
chopsticks, airship, passengers, guest. 


os | aE cee ne eee ener is a visitor in a home. 


2. Japanese eat with .........-.-------------e eee 


3. A Zeppelin is an-.......------------------eeee eee 
4. There were 20......-..2---ceeeseecc-fee Set 


A Puzzle Map 


On the map each blank number stands for some country or 
ocean. Number 1 is the Pacific Ocean. In the blank spaces below, 


write the names of the countries next to the numbers to which they 
belong. 


eM aco eS co eee 
eee ee ee ST rt Nee oy est om 
Se Mga ii Secs sale LO icc OE ee a 
Se hiss ong ee ee SE eee eee 
Te ee DO yee a SE 
Se eee ee He ee ale 
eo te 14. 


Climbing Mount Fujryama 


Dear Children, 

E want to tell you about climbing Mount Fujyama 
(foo-jee-ya’-ma). Fuji (as we call it for short) 
stands alone. There are no other high mountains 
near it. It is very beautiful. Some say it is the most 
beautiful mountain in the world. Surely no other 
mountain has been painted more often than has Fuji. 
Byrery artist who visits Japan makes a picture of the 
mountain. As I came near Fuji, I just had to draw it. 
I am not an artist but here is my drawing— 


A Boy’s Picture 


After seeing Fuji, I could hardly wait to eimb to 
the top. When I was a small boy, a friend gave me a 
Japanese painting of this mountain. Every time I 
looked at it I said to myself, ‘Some day I shall go to 
Japan and climb Fuji’’. : 

I was very much excited the day I started for the 
mountain. I went by train to a little town at the foot 
of Fuji. There I joined a party of Englishmen with 
whom I had planned to make the climb. We drove 
seven miles to a little village where we spent the 
night. 

The first part of the trip is flat and uninteresting. 
The roads are covered with rocks and cinders. Fuji 
was once an active volcano, but it has been quiet for 
more than 200 years. Its “beds of lava are covered 
with ashes and drrt. 


In order to save one’s strength, horses or mules are 
ridden over the first part of the trip. I was given a 
mule to ride. When I was introduced to ‘‘Saki’’, he 
licked my hand and wiggled his long ears in gq 
friendly way. I got on. He started off at a great pace, 
I could hardly stick on. Such a jolting as he gave me! 
We led the whole crowd. I could not make Saki go 
slowly. 

After a mile’s run, my mule stopped. How glad I 
was! We were both worn out. I got off, and stretched 
my stiff legs. While Saki ate leaves, I rested on the 
ground. Soon the others caught up with us. 


“Stubborn as a Mule’’ 

I tried to get back on the mule. He kicked and 
would not let me get on. The guide had to hold him. 
Then we started through the forest. Saki seemed 
very tired. He walked slowly. I could hardly make 
him go. I cut a stick from a tree, but whipping him 
did no good. Finally he stopped and would not go. I 
got off and pulled him. That did no good. He 
stretched his neck and ‘‘hee-hawed’’. It was as much 
as to say, ‘I am tired, please go away and let me 
alone’’. I could not make him go, so I waited for the 
Japanese guide who was following us. He shouted 


some Japanese words at Saki, gave him a slap on the 
back, and away we went. 


Good-bye to Saki 
After several miles’ ride, we came to the first rest 
ae It is called, ‘‘Uma-Gaeshi’’, which means 
horse send back’’. It is here that horses and mules 


are sent back to the town. One must walk from here, 


for the climb is ver 
y steep. I 
good-bye to Saki. p. 1 surely was glad to say 


When the guide led him away, Saki 
, Saki. 

shook his ears and tail. He, too, was glad re sa 
good-bye to me. : 


There were many Japanese at the rest hut. Fuji- 
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yama is saered to the Japanese people. During July 
and August, thousands of pilgrims (pil’-grim—one 
who travels toa holy place) go to the top of the moun- 


tain to worship. 


Small temples are built along the sides of Fuji. The 
Japanese pilgrims stop in these temples to pray. 
They buy charms that are sold by the priests. These 
charms are supposed to keep away the evil spirits. 

After a short rest, we started up the mountain. We 
climbed 2,000 feet and came to a small temple. There 
we bought walking sticks to help us on our climb. 
‘“‘Mujiyama’’ was written on the sticks. A notch is cut 
on the side of the walking sticks at each rest hut. At 
the top of the mountain, priests make money by writ- 
ing on the sticks. 


We Nearly Froze! 

It is very cold at the top of the mountain. At night, 
the temperature falls below the freezing point, even 
during the hottest part of summer. We brought 
heavy blankets so that we eould sleep outside rather 
than in the crowded huts. 

At the seventh station, the climb becomes very 
steep. We climbed over great rocks of lava. Snow 
lay in the cracks of the rocks. From this point on, 
there was no real path. The way was marked by 
broken sandals that had been left by the Japanese. 

Snow-white clouds covered the top of the moun- 
tain. It was like walking through mist. At the last 
station, we came to a Japanese shrine. It is called the 
‘‘Goddess of Fuji’s Weleome’’. We were glad to be 
here for it meant that we were near the top. 


At the Top of Fuji 
The view at the top was wonderful. The top of Fuji 
stood out like a tiny mountain in a great ocean of 
clouds. At times the clouds would break. Then we 
could see land 12,000 feet below. 
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The top of Fuji is made up of a number of peaks 
surrounding the crater. After a good luneh of boiled 
rice, tea, and cakes, we started down into the erater, 
We had to take a guide, for it is a dangerous walk, 
The path leads down through loose cinders and rocks. 
I stepped on a big rock. Before I knew it, it rolled 
from under me. I would have fallen down to the bot- 
tom of the erater, if the guide had not saved me. 

That night, we slept out on the mountain. The wind 


blew, and it was very cold. In the middle of the © 


night, it started to snow. We were so cold that we 
got up and moved close to each other. We spread all 
the blankets on top of us. The next thing we knew it 
was dawn. We were awakened by a group of pil- 
grims. They came out to greet the rising sun. As it 
rose, the Japanese fell on their knees and uttered 
prayers. 

To see the sunrise from Fuji is one of the most 
beautiful sights in the world. I shall always think of 
Fuji as it was that morning. Japanese pilgrims on 
their knees welcoming the sun! And seas of pink 
clouds surrounding Fuji’s snowy top! 


VUnck Ban 


UBJ-B 


Japanese Children 


Dear Children, 

LT am sending you pictures of some of my little 
Japanese friends. They live near me here in Tokio 
and we have become great friends. I am so fond of 
them that I would like to bring them to America with 
me. Wouldn’t it be fun to have them to play with? 

I have never seen more children than there are here 
in Japan. And they are the happiest children 1 have 
ever known! They are very kind and polite to each 
other. They never seem to quarrel. That is why they 
are so happy. 

Even the little babies are happy. They seldom cry. 
Perhaps that is because they are never left alone in 


The children in this picture are very happy. Their clothes and 
playthings are very bright. Color this picture so that the children 
look very gay. 


13 


their eradles like American babies. There are no 
cradles in Japan. | : 
Who Takes Care of the Baby? ei 


The Japanese babies are strapped to the backs 0 
older persons. That would be fun for a while. But 


not for all the day. It must be hard for them to sleep 


there. 
Sometimes the baby is strapped to its mother’s 


back. I have seen a mother do the family wash with 
a baby on her back. As she rubbed the clothes, baby 
rocked back and forth. When she rubbed them too 
hard, baby got a good jolting. 

The baby may be strapped to older brother’s back. 
When he goes out to play with other boys, baby has a 
hard time. Yesterday I saw a boy playing baseball 
with a baby on his back. When he ran to catch the 
ball, baby’s head rolled back and forth. I was afraid 
its neck would snap in two! 

Baby has an easier time when it is strapped to 
little sister’s back. She may sit down and play with 
her dolls or sew. But once I saw a little girl jumping 
rope with a baby on her back. 

Even the father of the family may take his turn 
caring for the baby. I have seen men paddling river 
boats with babies strapped to their backs. The babies 
rocked gently back and forth and they must have 
loved it. 

J apan is called the ‘“‘Paradise of Children’’. It 
ba! 1s a happy place for children, for there are many 
bed ae an ae eo beautiful toys as there 
sihioiegucs ea fae ard for me to pass a toy shop 
- : he = ae in America could be with 
ee - 4 am sure you would love it as 


Lots of love, 


Wace Bom 
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In the picture above the baby is strapped to his mother’s back. 
That is the way a baby is carried in Japan. In the blank space on 
the right, draw a picture of the baby strapped to his little sister’s 
back or to his father’s back. 


The “Who, When, and Where’ Game 


Write the number of each of the following words or phrases 
under the correct column below. See number 1. 


1. Uncle Ben 7. the father 
2. on her back 8. America 
3. little sister 9. when he plays ball 
4, in the toy shops 10. older brother 
5. yesterday 11. in Japan 
6. Tokio 12. the little babies 
Who When Where 
Bere. We f RRR a Pare oA ent ena cater ge Seek ener egos 
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A Visit to Nikko 


Dear Children, 

Nikko is the name of a district in the mountains 
north of Tokio. “Nikko”? in the Japanese means 
‘¢mountains of the Sun’s Brightness’’. 

This beautiful spot was chosen hundreds of years 
ago as a special place to worship the Japanese gods. 
Many beautiful temples have been built here. Pil- 
erims from all parts of Japan come here to worship 
their god, Buddha. 

Buddha was a great preacher of India. He started 
one of the great religions of Asia. Many people of 
Japan follow his teachings. 

He taught his people that they should love every- 
thing. He taught them to love nature, especially all 
animals. He taught them to kill no living thing. That 
is why the paths leading to temples of Buddha are 
always swept clean. If they were not kept clean, wor- 
shipers might step on and kill some living creature. 
In this way they would disobey Buddha’s law, ‘‘Iill 
No Living Thing’’. 


The Sacred Red Bridge 

The first thing I saw at Nikko was a beautiful red 
bridge. It is called the ‘“‘Sacred Red Bridge’’. It is 
made of wood richly carved and painted red. Only 
saints and the Emperor of Japan are allowed to walk 
on this bridge. 

After the Civil War, General U. S. Grant made a 
trip through Japan. At Nikko, the Japanese paid him 
the highest honor. They invited him to walk across 
the Sacred Red Bridge. General Grant felt that this 
was too great an honor for him to accept. He politely 
refused to walk across the sacred bridge. 

Ordinary people, like me, must cross the stream 
on a bridge lower down. After crossing the bridge, t 
walked up a road lined with big trees. The trees were 
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larger than I expected to see in Japan. I was told 
that the trees were 300 years old. How they came to 
pe there is a very interesting story. 

Long ago, a Japanese warrior died. He was buried 
in Nikko, The Japanese loved him so much that they 
prought rich gifts to his grave. 

There was one man who was very poor. He had no 
gifts to bring to the grave. He lived in the country 
and had nothing but trees. So he brought many little 
trees, He planted them for 20 miles along the road 
that led to the warrior’s grave. At that time, people 
made fun of the small trees. But today, this roadway 
of trees is one of the most beautiful sights in all 
Japan. 

T walked up the road to the temple buildings. They 
are brightly colored and kept in the best of repair. 
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See NoEvil Hear NoEvil Speak No Evil 


T saw three monkeys carved in wood on one of the 
temples. I was told that they are ealled the ‘*Three 
Mystic Apes’. One monkey is the ‘‘blind monkey 
who sees no evil’’. Another one is the ‘(deaf monkey 
who hears no evil’. The third one is the ‘“‘dumb mon- 
key who speaks no evil’. These monkeys are often 
carved in stone and placed along the roadsides. They 
teach people not to see, speak, or hear any evil. 


The Sacred Horse 
I was greatly surprised to see a real live horse in 
one of the temples. It was snow-white and one of the 
prettiest horses I ever saw. It was the Sacred White 
Horse of Nikko. A Japanese God is said to have once 
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ridden the horse. Since that time it has been thought Making Riddles 
s the riddle given below. Make a riddle three or four 


: Gues 

ye ae , up to the white horse, he curled up his ~ gentences long a some of these word groups: Nikko, Buddha, 
lips and nodded his head in a very friendly way. Then Nos oi : 
he put his nose on a white dish that was near-by. He We are often carved in stone. : 
neighed and seemed to try to talk to me. We look and talk almost the im os 

Soon a Japanese man came up. He bowed low to | You may see us on temples or along the r : 
the sacred horse. Then he placed some coins on the { There are three of us. 
white dish. Quick as a wink, a priest came from the 
back of the temple. He took the coins and soon re- What are Wel oo oe 
turned with some sacred food tor the-horse: The Note 0 8 ee 


ate the food and stamped on the floor for more. [ 
placed a coin in the dish. The priest took my money 
and brought more ood. 1 could not helpegmiling =  28=8= ee Se ee ee 
That was a new way for priests to make money! 

Behind one temple was a strange cemetery. There 
were tiny graves with little tombstones on them.  <# 2 2 e 
was looking at them and wondering why they were 
so small when a funeral procession came along. You 
can’t guess what kind of a cemetery I was in. A dog 
cemetery)" -Leywauched ithe. fimeral: Ae priest saidjge) = es 
prayers and a little dog was buried. Later I was told 
that most of the Japanese pay to have their dogs 
buried. There are dog cemeteries in all parts Of Japaticesees =. 8 a See ee ee ee 

I visited many temples and learned many interest- 5 
ing things at Nikko. 


Lots of love, 


Wack Bam 
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A Japanese Home 


Dear Children, 

Tam now living in a Japanese home. I am sleeping 
on a mat on the floor, and eating with chopsticks, [ 
like it far better than living in a hotel. 

I will tell you about the house, for it is very 
strange. It is like a large toy house. I keep thinking 
that it is not real. I feel sure the wind will blow it 
over some night. 

When I first looked into the house, I thought, 
“Tow strange it is! Where is all the furniture? 
Perhaps they have decided to move!”’ 

I looked around. I could see over the whole house. 
There were no inside walls. The house was like a 
large, empty box. 

Soon, a Japanese maid pattered out to meet me. 
She bowed and motioned for me to come in. I took 

off my shoes, as everyone does in Japan before enter- 
ing a house. I stepped inside in my stocking feet. 
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A JAPANESE FAMILY IN FRONT OF THEIR HOME 


Color this picture. Make th 
red, the flowers yellow, e sky blue, the house gray, the roof 


; the grass : 
paint the clothes of the family, Sreen. Choose your own colors to 
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[I was taken to one corner of the house. The maid 
put my bag down. Other servants came. Quick as a 
wink, they pulled out screens from the side of the 
wall. Soon four screens were put around me and I 
had a “room”. The servants spoke some Japanese 

-ds and left me. 

"4 oe so surprised I did not know what to do. 
here was a flat cushion on the floor. I knelt down 
on it and sat on my heels. (I had seen the Japanese 
sit on the floor in this way.) 

- T wanted to unpack my bag, but I did not know 
where to put my things. There was no bureau, no 
drawers, or anything to hold my clothes. I bumped 
up against one of my ‘‘walls’’. The screen was so 
thin that I nearly broke it. 

I did not like my ‘“‘room”’, so I went outside. 
Tt was not hard to get out, for one whole side of the 
house was open. It opened upon a garden, around 
which was a high wall. : 

In my next letter, I will tell you what I saw in the 
garden. 

Lots of love, 


VUacke Ban 


“Do You Remember?” Game 


Do you know which words belong on the blanks below? if you 
don’t know, reread the last letter to find them. Then write the 
needed words on the blanks. 


1. Uncle Ben took off his.......----------------------9 before he 
entered a Japanese home. 


He a te:vebbh.c cate eer ee 


bo 


4 We saton 4 fat... Nihil re 


5. Unele Ben’s room opened upon a TUM -.------$-------5=-"* 
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The Natsu Garden 


Dear Children, 


T want to tell you about my friend’s Japanese gar- 
den. One reason I like Japan so well is because itg 
people love flowers so much. No people in all the 
world love gardens more than do the Japanese. The 
garden is a very important part of their home. No 
matter how small their lot is, they find room for a 
garden. 

In my friend’s garden, there were tiny trees. A 
tiny stream ran through the garden. Little bridges 
were built over the stream. Little water plants grew 
in the water. I have never seen so many interesting 
things in a garden. There were pagodas and temples. 
Stones were arranged just so. Animals carved in 
stone and little Japanese figures placed among the 
trees made it seem like a toy garden. 
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A Little Japanese Garden 


I was watching the Strange fish that swam in the 
stream, when a servant came running out to me. He 
made signs for me to follow him. My friend and his 
family had come home. They had gone to meet me 
but we missed each other. | 7 

My Japanese family is made up of Mr. and Mrs. 
Natsu, their two children, and a dog. The children’s 
names are Hana and Masuo. Hana is a pretty little 
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girl ten years old. Masuo is her brother. He is eight 
years old and a real boy. 


Lots of love, 


Vad Bam, 
P.8. 


T want to tell you how you might make a little 
Japanese garden, something like the one I am enjoy- 
ing. Fill a bowl half full of damp sand. Heap the 
sand high on one side to form a ‘‘hill’’. Cover the 
sand with green moss. Make a tiny forest by sticking 
sprigs of evergreens and small evergreen cones in 
the damp sand. A piece of a mirror placed in the moss 
will make a good “‘pond’’. 

With small stones and sand, you can make tiny 
paths winding over the hill. You may carve a bridge 
and small Japanese temples out of soft pine wood. 
Then you can make your own little ‘‘Nikko’’. 


Opposites Puzzle 


Draw a line under the word which means the opposite of the first 
word in each line. 


1. high little, soft, low 

2. enjoy love, dislike, like 

3. a sudden, great, part 

4. beautiful ugly, kind, polite 

5. hill river, plain, lake 

6. forest ocean, mountain, desert 
7. boy girl, tree, bridge 

8. friend man, enemy, child 
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My First Japanese Meal 


Dear Children, 

I like it more and more here in Japan. I hates never 
been among people who are more kind and polite, [ 
want to tell you about my first meal in a Japanese 
home. 

“After washing in the bowl of water, I sat down on 
“the floor. It seemed very strange to sit down on the 
floor to eat. But floors here are very different from 
our floors! 

- The floor in a Japanese home is as clean as the top 
of our dining room tables. Shoes are not worn in the 
house and the floors are always clean. Straw mats 
about the size of a small rug are on the floors. 

The servants brought food to us on little trays. 
The trays had short legs on them and they stood up 
from the floor. 

First we had soup made from lilies. It was very 
good. Then we had uncooked fish. I did not like that 
so well! We had large bowls of rice. I never saw so 
much rice! I had a hard time eating all of mine. Of 
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In the picture above, Uncle B 


B en has been left out. Draw Uncle 


en seated at the table eating with his Japanese friends. 
24 


y* q 


course we had-hot tea. For dessert, we’had figs and 


rice cakes. 
The Japanese do not eat much meat. Those who 


wworship Buddha are taught to kill no living thing. 


That is why little meat is eaten. 

The Japanese have very few cows. They give thin, 
blue milk. One never sees fresh cream or butter in 
Japan. Canned cream and butter are sent in from 
outside countries. Butter is not often used. 

As a nation, Japan has never used much bread. 
Within the last few years, the Japanese have learned 
to eat more bread. 

When I first came here, it seemed very strange to 
eat bread without butter. But now I’m getting used 
to it. 

Lots of love, 


Uncle Bam 


“Crossing Out”? Game 
Cross out the word which does not belong in each line below: 


1. soup, fish, figs, rice cakes, month. 
Buddha, temples, hurry, pagoda, worship. 
. milk, butter, bread, rice, cream. 

. rug, mat, carpet, figs. 

. Sea, fish, horse, bird. 

. rice, cakes, people, fruit. 


Doe why 


New Words for Old 


In each blank, write the correct word from the list of words below. 
1. "Phesapanese éat With 3:22 ;cctee 
2. The Japanese sit on the -.W.....---.ee- ee when 
they eat. | 

. The food is brought to them on little -........--.-.-.----. 

. Uncle Ben ate soup made Of ........-.------2-2--- 

. Many Japanese persons worship -...-..-------------------~- 

Buddha, trays, lilies, floor, chopsticks. 
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How Japanese Dress 


Dear Children, 

Tam sending you a picture of some Japanese people 
who live next door to me. The picture was taken at 
the back of the house. Japanese women wear pretty 
kimonos. Babies wear very bright ones. Boy babies 
wear bright red kimonos. 

The Japanese wear very strange shoes. They wear 
wooden sandals called ‘‘geta”. They keep them on 
by means of two straps which pass between the big 
toe and the middle toe. The skin between these toes 
is very thick and hard. They do not often feel the 
straps. 

For dress, the children wear bright red shoes. There 
are little bells tied to the straps. The bells tinkle, 
- tinkle, tinkle as the children walk. 

On rainy days, they wear ‘‘geta’’ with cross strips 
of wood beneath. They are so high that they look 
like little stilts. One can walk on them through water 
and not get his feet wet. 

There is much ‘‘clatter, clatter, clatter’’ when chil- 
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ay picture. Choose gay colors for the dresses of the Japa- 
nese ladies. Color the man’s hat brown and his coat blue. Color the 
grass green, the flowers yellow, and the fence gray. 
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dren wearing ‘“oeta’’? run. It was hard for me to 
et used to the noise of the Japanese ‘‘shoes”’, 
Last evening, I played ball with Hana and Masuo 
and some of their friends. Such fun as we had! It 
was fun to watch the children run with their ‘“‘geta”’ 
on. L don’t see how they kept them on go well! It 


‘must be hard for them to run wearing long kimonos. 


As they ran after the ball, their big kimono sleeves 
filled with air. 

Little Japanese boys ‘‘boss”’ the girls. Girls in 
Japan begin when they are very young to obey the 
‘men folks’. Girls generally ‘‘give in” to the boys, 
in Japan! 

While the children were playing, they were called 
to go to bed. They went inside at once. They did not 
say, ‘‘Oh, please let us stay up a little longer!’’ as [have 
heard American children say. The children of Japan 
obey their parents the minute they speak. 


Lots of love, 


VWUracke Bam 


Yes or No Puzzle 
Draw a line under the correct answer. See No. 1. 


1. Japanese children wear white shoes for 
‘dress up’’. 


9. When the children run, their ‘“‘geta”’ 
make little noise. Yes No 


3. Boy babies wear bright red kimonos. Yes No 


4. Children of Japan obey their parents. Yes No 


Yes No 


5. Japanese boys let their sisters ‘‘boss”’ 
them. Yes No 


6. On rainy days, Japanese children wear 


‘‘oeta’? with cross strips of wood beneath 
them. Yes No 
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- Sleeping in a Japanese Bed 


Dear Children, 

My first night in a Japanese bed was none too com- 
fortable! I had a terrible night. Sleeping on the floor 
with a block of wood for a pillow is no fun, 

The maid made my bedroom by pulling screens out 
from the wall. She took some quilts from a cupboard 
in the wall. She laid them on the floor. They were 
my mattress. She put a thick quilt on top. It had 
sleeves and was padded like a kimono. That was my 
eover. Then she pulled out a wooden pillow and my 
‘bed’? was made. 

I looked at my pillow. It was a small piece of wood 
eut to fit the neck. The top was padded with rolls of 
soft paper. Women sleep on higher pillows than the 
men. Japanese women have long, black hair. It takes 
them a long time to arrange it and they do not take it 
down at night. High pillows keep their hair from 
getting out of order. 

T looked at my ‘‘bed’’ on the floor. It did not look 
very inviting. But it was very late, so I got into bed. 

Beside my bed was a night lamp. The sides of the 
lamp were covered with paper. When a breeze blew, 
the sides rattled like tiny drums. 

Moths, beetles, and bugs flew into my room. They 
made all sorts of strange noises. A rat crawled 
into my room. It ran over my screens and went 
“thump, thump, thump’’. Then it sat up on its hind 
legs. It went ‘‘squeak, squeak, squeak’’! 

I heard strange noises all night. Rattle, rattle, 
sounded my night lamp. Buzz-buzz, sounded the bugs. 
Once I woke up and heard something creak. Then it 
sounded as though some one were in the room. I got 
up to see. There was no one, so I went back to bed. 
“Creak, creak”, went something again. I pulled the 
quilt over my head and tried to go to sleep. Later, I 
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found out that the creaking noise was made by the 
woodwork. At night, when the woodwork cools, it 
makes strange noises. 
Toward morning, I drop- 
ped off to sleep. Suddenly, 
[was awakened by a strange 
ery. ‘‘Hasu-no-hana, hasu- 
no-hana’’, I heard over and 
over again. I got up to see 
what it was. Outside, I saw 
4 man with two large bas- 
kets on a pole. The baskets were filled with flowers. 
The man was a flower-seller. He was passing our house, 


calling out his flowers. 


I gave up trying to sleep, so I dressed and went 
out into the garden. Mr. Natsu found me there when 
he got up. He said, ‘‘Good morning, I hope you slept 
well’’. I said, ‘‘I shall sleep better when I get used 


to a Japanese bed”’. 
Vache Bans 


Planning a Play 


Plan a little play. It will tell about Uncle Ben’s first night in 
a Japanese bed. Choose the children to be in the play. Write 
their names in the program below. 


UNCLE BEN IN A JAPANESE BED 


A. Japanese “Worlatinc. oS ee 
Moths, Beetles, and “Bugs. .....:...c:-s00---<sce-c ene 
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The Flower of Japan 


Dear Children, 

November is the month of chrysanthemums. 
Almost every city in Japan has a chrysanthemum 
show in November. The chrysanthemum is called the 
Flower of Japan. It is used for the crest of the royal 
family. 

The Japanese love nature very much. They love 
flowers so much that they set aside many holidays for 
flowers. In February, when the plum trees are in 
bloom, there is a holiday in Japan. All the schools 
close. Railroads make special trips to the country 
where the plum trees are in bloom. Many of the 
trees are lighted at night. The same is true in April 
when the cherry trees are in bloom. 

Children in Japan take good care 
of flowers. They would not think of 
picking a flower that did not belong 
to them! Flowers are always safe 
here, even in public places. 

When a child is given a flower, he 
hurries and puts it in water. At the 
flower show, I saw a child carefully 
earrying a chrysanthemum, It was 
nearly as tall as the child. 

In Japan, each month in the year has a special 
flower. The chrysanthemum is the flower for Novem- 
ber. The word, ‘‘chrysanthemum”’, comes from the 
Greek words meaning, ‘‘gold flower’. The gold flower 
first grew in China. It was brought to Japan more 
than two thousand years ago. It stands for long life. 
There is a river in Japan into which many chrysan- 
themum blossoms fall. The Japanese believe that this 
river has a special charm. Whoever drinks its waters 
is given a long and beautiful life. The water did not 
look very clean, so I did not drink any of it! 
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The chrysanthemum show that I went to was the 
most beautiful flower show I ever saw. Great ‘pic- 
tures’”” were made of the flowers. One whole side of a 
yoom was taken up with a Japanese scene made of 
fowers. Different colored blossoms were used to 
make the picture. At a distance, it looked like a large 
oil painting. I could not believe that so many differ- 
ent kinds of one flower grew. I saw many thousands 
of different kinds of chrysanthemums. They were 
every color you can think of, but they were not so 
large as some of our chrysanthemums. 

Hana and Masuo went to the flower show with me. 
I wished that all you boys and girls could have been 
with us. I know that you would have enjoyed it. I 
hope that some day you may come to Japan. Then 
you will see many beautiful things. 

Lots of love, 


VWrcdes Bam 
Fun With Words 


There are at least two short words in each of the long words 
below. Write the short words beside the longer words. See 
number 1. 


1. carefully 


2. nearly 


3. thousand 


4. growing 


Make one new word out of two words. Write it on the line. 
See number 1. 


1. Put rail with roads. 


2. Put any with where. 
3. Put a with side. 


4, Put who with ever. 


A Japanese School Drill 


Dear Children, 
-E-saw the primary and high school girls of Tokio 


give a gymnasium drill. It was a wonderful sight. 
Girls in Japan dress about the same as you dress for 
your gym classes. 

‘he children here like their gymnasium work. In 
the last few years, they have had more and more of 
it. It is making them grow taller and straighter. 
They are very proud of their gym classes. 

This large drill was given to celebrate the birth of a 
little Japanese prince. A baby boy was born to the 
Emperor and Empress of Japan. He is their first son. 

All Japan had been hoping and praying that this 
little baby would be a boy. The Emperor and Empress 
had had four babies before, but all had been girls and 
one of them had died. They wanted a prince so that 
he could carry on the family name and be the next Km- 
peror of Japan. When the good news was told, all 
Japan shouted with joy. 

After the drill, Hana took me to visit her school. 


“AN 


This picture shows the little children who went to see the Tokio 
girls’ gymnasium drill. Tell a story about the picture. 
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The children do not sit on the floor as they did long 
6, they; sit up at desks like American children and 
allow their legs and backs to grow straight. Schools 
in Japan are very much like schools in America. The 
pupils are eager to learn. They are wide-awake in 
eee and pay attention to their teacher. 
: All of Japan is interested in its schools. School 
children are taken on many trips. Railroads sell them 
cheap tickets so that they may visit many places of 
interest. 

Japanese children always smile when they are 
spoken to. Their little narrow eyes twinkle with 
kindness and love. To smile is a form of courtesy in 
Japan. When a Japanese person speaks to a stranger, 
he begins by smiling. When he goes up to a clerk ina 
store, he smiles before he speaks. I wish more 
Americans did this! 

Lots of love, 


Uncle Bom 


Can You Answer These? 
Draw a line under the word which is needed to make a true 
sentence. 
1. The primary and high school girls gave a 
drill, crown, ticket 
2. Gymnasium classes are helping them grow 
fairer, weaker, taller 
3. The Emperor and Empress of Japan have three 
children, girls, boys 
4, The little new prince may some day be 
a soldier, a lawyer, next Emperor of Japan 
5. Japanese school children now sit at 
benches, desks, mats 
6. When you speak to Japanese children, they 
nod, smile, sing 
33 


Uncle Ben’s Holiday Plans 


Dear Children, 

Christmas is not celebrated in Japan. But I have 
some American friends who live in Chosen (cho-sen’). 
They have asked me to spend Christmas with them. 
T am very glad, for I have always wanted to go to 
Chosen (Korea), which is often called the “‘land of 
hats’’. 

Chosen is a country in Asia. It is not far from 
Japan. It is separated from Japan by a narrow strait. 
I shall spend a week there and come back to Japan 
for New Year’s. 

I am told that New Year’s Day is the greatest day 
in the year in Japan. Japanese children look forward 
to New Year’s Day with as much joy as you children 
look forward to Christmas. They have a great festi- 
val which lasts three days. At that time, all the 
houses are trimmed with evergreen and rice-straw 
ribbons. All the stores are filled with pretty toys. 

Mothers here make candy for the children on the 
day before New Year’s. The children call the candy 


Wy WL, 


a ——————— 


In the picture above, draw an American steamship passing the 
Japanese ships, 
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“Mochi”. Early. on. New Year’s morning, children 
hunt for the mochi. 

Hana and Masuo say that I ‘‘just must” be at their 
house for New Year’s. So I shall try to come back 
from Chosen before the first of January. 


Lots of love, 


VWarhe Bam, 


“Do You Remember?” Game 


In each blank space, write the correct word from the list below. 


‘land of hats’’, Asia, good children, strait, 


New Year’s Day, festival, evergreen, Mochi, rice-straw 


dL, 
2. 


. In Japan, the greatest day in the year is.............--- 


~ The children have 2 c.c.--------eceesttrecttt 


Chosen-is it Sa ee ee 


Tt is separated from Japan by a narrow..........------- 


. Chosen is often Galled........--------:---------2---e2e 


. On New Year’s Day, Japanese children hunt for 


Year’s Day. 


. The houses are trimmed With -..------------- 


A Visit to Nara 


Dear Children, 

On my way to Chosen (Korea), I stopped off in 
Nara. It is one of the many holy places in Japan 
where pilgrims go. There are sacred temples built in 
a park outside Nara. Thousands of sacred deer roam 
about the town and park. I had heard much talk 
about the sacred deer of Nara. That is why I wanted 
to go there. 

When I got off the train, I saw hundreds of deer. 
They were everywhere! They were very tame and 
came right up to me. They put their little noses in 
my pockets, hunting for food. I bought some grain 
cakes that are sold in all the shops of Nara. I put the 
grain cakes in my pockets. Soon there were so many 
deer around me I could not move. 

The deer are sacred to the Japanese, so that they 
are never killed. Their number grows larger and 
larger. They are loved by all. They are allowed to go 
anywhere. They even followed me into a store! The 
deer’s horns are cut every autumn so that they will 
do no harm. The shops of Nara are filled with things 
made from horn. 


— 


Draw a picture of Uncle Ben getting into the empty jinrikisha. 
Color the picture. Then tell a story about the picture. 
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[rode out to the temple park in a jinrikisha. I like 
to ride in jinrikishas, but it costs about 25 cents a 
mile. A few years ago, you could ride in a jinrikisha 
almost all day for 50 cents. I am told that it does not 


cost so much in China, so I shall do most of my riding 


here. 
ae road leading to the temples was through a 


park. Three thousand lanterns hung along the road 
leading to the temples. Snow was on the ground and 
the park was very pretty. 

Priests stood along the roadside. They played reed 
pipes and begged for money. They wore large ‘‘bas- 
ket hats’’ over their heads. 

I visited all the temples in the park. In one temple, 
I saw a very large bell. Its thick rope was made from 
the hair of Japanese women. Long ago, some women 
gave their hair as a gift to the sacred temple. 

In another temple, I saw a large image of a 
god. It was made of black metal and filled a whole 
room. Japanese were kneeling before the black idol 
and saying their prayers. 

I went inside all the temples, but I was more inter- 
ested in the deer. I sat out in the park until dark and 
petted and fed them. : 


Lots of love, 


Vache Bam, 
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Word Puzzle 


Below are two lists of words. The words in the two lists belong 
together. Number the words in list two, to show with which words 
in list one, they belong. Two words have been numbered to show 
you how. 


List No. 1 List No. 2 

1. three thousand  __.......... cakes 

ASIP AG gu coi st at eer a we eee roam 

3 deer = ae pipes 

4. grain : ae Chosen 
a eee ee eee eee horns 

6. reed .. 1 lanterns 
7. basket .. 2 rides 

Oo RLS ee IE es hats 
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Draw Uncle Ben in this picture. Perhaps you would like to draw 


a little Japanese friend with Uncle B i . 
picture. en. Then write a title for the 
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In Chosen 


Dear Children, 

Here I am safe. with my friends in Chosen. 
Chosen (chd-sen’) is now the official name of this 
country, but it is more often called Korea. Almost 
all the towns here have two names. I am now in 
Seoul (se-ool’) which is also called Hanyang (hin- 
ying’). 

The trip from Japan was very interesting. I 
crossed the Sea of Japan in a large steamer. Many 
poats have been held up lately by pirates. Many Chi- 
nese pirates are on the sea and they have robbed 
many ships. I was rather sorry they did not stop my 
boat, for I have always wanted to see a real pirate! 

T landed in Fusan (fu-san’) and took the train for 
Seoul, where my friends live. Seoul is a large city in 
the center of the peninsula. It has been the eapital 
of Chosen for more than 500 years. From my train 
window, I could see the old town with high walls 
around it. 

I have so much to tell you, I don’t know. where to 
begin. But first of all, I want to tell you how the 
people of this land dress. They wear the strangest 
clothes! They wear white clothes, except the people 
of noble birth, who sometimes wear colored ones. The 
men wear large white trousers which are tied at their 
ankles. They wear tight, white coats. Their hats 
would make you laugh! They are high like stove- 
pipes. They are made of thin, black, stiff material, 
and you ean see right through them. They have a 
small brim and are held on by ribbons, which tie 
under the chin. Under these hats the men Wweat 
black, tight-fitting skull caps. 

This truly is a Land of Hats. There are the old 
soldier hats of bright blue. There are the old court 
hats with ‘‘ears’? on the outside, which mean that 
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Color the hats in the picture green. Then draw the picture of 
another kind of hat which Uncle Ben saw in Chosen. 


the wearer is paying attention to the voice of his 
ruler. Then there is the ruler’s own hat, with ears on 
top which mean that he does not need to listen to 
anyone. = 

Strange to say, the women of this Land of Hats 
wear no hats at all. They, too, dress in white, even in 
the winter time. It is said that white is worn so much 
here because it is used for mourning (as blaek is used 
m our country). All the people had to wear white for 
three years when one of their rulers died. The same 
thing was true when any member of a family died. 
The people found that they were in mourning most 
of the time, so white became the dress of the country. 


Love to you all, 


Vache Bam, 


Christmas in Chosen 


Dear Children, 

Yesterday was Christmas and we had a big party 
nere. Mr. and Mrs. Kull teach in a mission school 
in Chosen. Several hundred children come to the 
school, where they learn to read and write and sew 
and. cook. 

On Christmas afternoon, we had a Christmas party 
for the boys and girls of the school. The day before 
Christmas, Mr. Kull and I went out to the woods for 
a Christmas tree. It snowed hard and we had a good 
time. We drove to the hills in an old wagon. There 
are many wild animals in the woods here, and we saw 
a fox and tracks of a bear. We found a beautiful 
large evergreen in the woods. We asked a farmer if 
he would sell it. He was delighted to make some 
money. We cut it down and took it to the school. 

We trimmed the tree and tied a small present on it 
for each child. Many of the children had never seen a 
Christmas tree. They could hardly believe their eyes! 
They clapped their hands and danced for joy. 

They sang songs around the tree. Then we gave 
them candy and nuts and their gifts. I have never 
seen more happy children! One little girl came up 
and patted me. She spoke some strange words. le 
Kull laughed and said, ‘‘Do you know what she said? 
I said that I had no idea. Then he told me that she 
asked me if I was Santa Claus. The teacher had read 
stories to her about Christmas in America. 

Christmas is not celebrated in this country. New 
Year’s Day is the great holiday here as it 1s In Japan. 
The children are given new clothes. They dress up in 
their best clothes and go to visit their friends. They 
are given many pretty gifts. 

I am sending you a picture of little children in the 
kindergarten, They look like the Japanese children. 
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They have small, black eyes and wear their hair in 
pig-tails down their backs. The little boys wear their 
hair in pig-tails, too. They dress like the girls. It is 
hard to tell the boys from the girls! 

The children are sitting on the floor on straw mats. 
Everyone sits on the floor here as they do in Japan. 
It is hard for me to get used to this custom. My long 
legs ache after sitting on the floor! 


Love to you all, 


Vache Bam, 


Words That Do Not Belong 


In the sentences below are some words that do not belong. 
Draw lines through the words that do not belong. See number 1. 


1. Several hundred children and beys come to the 
mission school. 

2. We went to the woods forest for a Christmas tree. 

3. Many of the children had never before seen nor 
heard a Christmas tree. 

. They sang songs and games around the tree. 

. Everyone sat on under the floor. 

. The little boys wear their hair and hats in pig-tails. 

. The children sit on in straw mats. 

. They are given very pretty ugly gifts. 

. The children of Chosen have on small black eyes. 


10. The children of Chosen look like the Japanese 
American children. 


oman oO pe 
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New Year’s Day in Japan 


Dear Children, 


Such an exciting time as we are having here! New 
Year’s Day is Japan’s greatest holiday. The Japa- 
nese celebrate the coming of the New Year for nearly 
two weeks. 

Before New Year’s Day, everyone in Japan cleans 
house. I have never been in a cleaner country. It 
seemed to me that there was nothing for them to 
clean, but such cleaning I never saw! Even the shops 
cleaned house. 

On New Year’s Eve, we went down town to the 
matsuri. This is a street fair that is held each year 
at this time. Those who have debts that they cannot 
pay, bring things to this fair and sell them. Then 
they pay their debts and start the new year right. 
The street fair was very gay. The booths were lighted 
with lanterns and there was music. 

When Hana and Masuo went to bed, their father 
put a picture of the ‘‘Treasure Ship and the Seven 
Gods of Happiness” under their wooden pillows. Chil- 
dren who dream on the treasure ship are said to have 
good luck for the coming year. 

Early on New Year’s morning, Masuo ran into my 
room and woke me up. [It was still dark, but he made 
me get up. As I dressed, I heard the ringing of temple 
bells and the clapping of many hands. T went outside 
where the whole family and the servants were wel- 
coming the rising sun. They fell on their knees = 
clapped their hands as the sun rose. This is thoug 
to bring good luck for the new year. ; ae 

After weleoming the sun, we got into eee 
and rode to a temple. There was a deep basin - 
water outside the temple in which the J apanese uh 
their hands. They never enter a temple without wash- 
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ing. They leave their wooden sandals outside the 
door. Such a great pile of sandals as there was! 

The streets were crowded when we came home. 
They are gay with colored lanterns and all kinds of 
trimmings. Each house has a bamboo arch in front 
of it. The arch is trimmed with all sorts of strange 
things. Bits of seawood, lumps of charcoal, ferns, 
pine branches, paper bags, and oranges are tied to 
ropes made of rice straw. In the center of the arch, 
there is almost always a red lobster which is the sign 
of long life. Everyone in Japan puts up an arch in 
front of his houseon New Year’s, no matter how poor 
he is. The arch is thought to keep away all evil spirits 
during the new year. 


Love to you all, 


Wade Bam, 


“What Happened First?’”’ Game 


The sentences below about Uncle Ben are out of order. Put 
them in correct order. Sentence D happened first in the story. 
Write 1 in front of it. Write 2, 3, 4, etc., where they belong. 


......A. Unele Ben rode to the temple in a jinrikisha. 
eee B. Uncle Ben left Chosen. 
foot C. He heard the temple bells ring. 


on D. He took a picture of Mr. Kull’s child and one 
of her playmates. 


a. E. He ate his New Year’s breakfast. 
peer F. He saw the sun rise. 
aes G. He bought many things at the fair. 
Sra H. He was wakened early by Masuo. 
et I. He returned to Japan. 
re J. He went to the street fair. 
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Celebrating the New Year 


Dear Children, 

We had special food for our New Year’s breakfast. 
The tea was made of water drawn from a well as the 
first ray of the New Year’s morning sun fell upon it. 
There was a large lobster in the center of the table. 
We ate rice dumplings, dried sardines, oranges, and 
chestnuts. This food is thought to bring long life and 
happiness for the new year. 

The Japanese wear their best clothes on New 
Year’s Day. Mr. Natsu and I put on our dress clothes 
and Hana and Masuo put on their prettiest kimonos. 
We spent the afternoon making New Year’s calls. 

We called on Mr. Natsu’s friends. At each house, 
he greeted his friends by saying, ‘‘QOmedeto’’, which 
means about the same as ‘‘Congratulations”. Then 
he said, ‘‘May you live to be as old as the pine tree 
and as strong as the bamboo. May the stork make 
nests in your chimney, and may the turtle crawl over 
your floor.’”? The stork and the turtle are thought to 
bring good luck to a Japanese home. 

We were given tea and rice cakes at each house. 
Hana and Masuo were given gifts when we left. By 
the time we got home, their kimono sleeves were filled 
with packages. Some of the gifts were tea, dried fish, 
sweets, and toys. oy ey 

Tt is much fun to walk along the streets at this time 
of year. They are gay with Japanese lanterns and 
flags and all kinds of trimmings. The streets are 
crowded with children in bright kimonos playing 
shuttlecock and battledore. Boys fly their new kites. 
The kites look pretty in the air with long tails of 
brightly colored paper flying behind. 

Love to you all, 


Vache Bam, 
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Finish the Sentences 


Reread Uncle Ben’s last letter. Then try to add the words 
needed to finish the sentences below. Perhaps you will need to 
- Jook at the letter several times to get all the words. 


1. For New Year’s breakfast we had... 


we ie a Gee esd uteg ee e Ree: MO Soar ae 
2. Some of the New Year’s gifts were.................0..... 
; , sic 


3. On New Year’s Day, the children wear bright 


kimonos and play at... a ee 


Meee 
A, Mr. Natsu said to aes Gyan 23 Se which 
ORR 3 eg FD ote 
Rit Ot es cee RE 6 sees Sei bring 


good luck to a Japanese home. 


6. The gifts were carried in the... of’ 


7. When the Japanese visit their friends on New 


NVear’s Day, dey wat. o> <5 <2 and 


6. The streets-aré way with and 


Farewell to Japan 


Dear Children, 


I am writing this letter on a boat on the Inland 
Sea. The Inland Sea is the name of the narrow strip 
of water that separates the main island of Japan from 
the two southern islands. We are passing many small 
islands and many boats. 

I left Tokio at 6 o’clock in the morning. I went by 
train to Kobe (ko’-be) which is one of the largest 
seaports of Japan. I had to wait there several hours 
for this boat. I was glad to have time to visit a large 
match factory. It was very interesting to see the 
matches made. Millions of boxes of matches are 
shipped from Kobe to all parts of the world. 

I stopped at Nagasaki (na-ga-sa’-key), the western 
port of Japan. Tomorrow I shall take the boat for 
China. It takes two days to cross the Eastern Sea to 
Shanghai (shang-hi). 

I am staying at a Japanese inn. As I said before, 
there are few cows in Japan. This is the first place in 
Japan that I have had fresh milk to drink. 

This town is noted for its very good jelly. It is 
made from seaweed. I never tasted anything so good. 

The fish market here is very famous. It is one of 
the three fish markets in the world showing the great- 
est number of different kinds of fish. This morning, I 
spent more than an hour at the market. I did not 
know that there were so many strange fish in the sea! 
The Japanese are very fond of fish and they serve it 
at almost every meal. They eat very little meat. 

The harbor here is one of the prettiest in the Far 
Kast. It is a very busy place, for many ships stop 
here for coal. Coal is put on the ships in a very 
strange way. Gangs of Japanese girls form a line 
from the ship to the coal supply. As quick as light- 
ning, they pass small baskets of coal from hand to 
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hand. The girls work so very fast that they can load EE: 
coal on a ship at the rate of 372 tons an hour! g 
It is very cold and the wind is blowing a gale. 
There have been bad storms at sea for the past week. ee 
I expect to have an exciting trip across the China fe 
Sea to China. 
Love to you all, 


j 
te 
Uncle Ben sends these sketches so that boys and girls may 
make some pretty Japanese kites. 
ie 
a 
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SUPPLEMENTARY READERS 
| My Activity Books in Reading 


‘No. 1—For First Grade 

oe No. 2—For Late First and Second Grades 
iy - . No.3—For Late Second and Third Grades 
No. 4—For Fourth Grade 


- Young Citizen Readers 
bi Primary—For Late First and Second Grades 
Rich s A _ Intermediate—For Third and Fourth Grades 
Advanced—For Fifth and Sixth Grades : 


Good Health Readers 


No. For First Grade No. 4—For Fourth Grade 
Se No. 2—For Second Grade oe 5—For Fifth Grade 
No. ae a Tey Grade . 


: Geographical Readers 
i, eee a aes FOR THIRD, FOURTH, OR. FIFTH GRADE 
‘Hawaii, The Philippines, and South Sea Islands - _ Three Things Man Needs 
Paha and Holland Panama India and Egypt 
Code | : -_. South America ee 4B 
Africa ~ Pea Eskimos ees 


in n Arithmetic | ay i 
 Jogata Furth Grade 


